
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome 

Welcome to the first newsletter from the SDU Birds project. This new project aims to collect information on birds breeding in 

nest boxes in the woods surrounding the university. Since the project started in January 2013 we have had a busy few months 

recruiting volunteers, hanging boxes in the woods, training volunteers and finally monitoring nests. Get involved and follow 

what is happening through our Facebook page – full details on page 2.  

In February we began promotion of the project and recruiting essential 

volunteers. The project has a large citizen science focus, and aims to 

increase awareness of “local nature” on the university campus. Posters 

were hung around the university and a Facebook page was created. At 

the end of February we held an information night at SDU which 

attracted a mixed group with of people including staff, students and 

people outside the university, with various background and 

nationalities. The talk informed people about purpose of the project, 

the benefits of getting involved and what would be expected of 

volunteers. Those who were interested were signed up to our mailing 

list and recruited for our first task – getting boxes out into the woods. 

Over the next month, on 3 snowy wintery weekends, a total of 101 

nest boxes were hung in the woods, ready for new inhabitants.  

With a small team of volunteers on board we held a training afternoon in 

early April. This indoor session provided volunteers with the resources 

they would need to monitor and record the progress of nests with a focus 

on the fist two stages of development (nest building and egg laying). We 

spoke about the correct way to monitor a nest, how to record the 

information and what challenges you may face. The training ended with a 

picture based quiz, with cake and coffee (of course!) Nest boxes were 

divided up among volunteers and visits began the following week.   

Each nest box is visited once a week by a trained volunteer. During these 

visits information is collected on the boxes use. For example, is the box 

being used, if so, what kind of bird is using it, how well built is the nest 

and are there any eggs present? Our nest boxes are designed to be used 

by Great tit (Musvit) and Blue tit (Blåmejse). The first sings of nest 

building were spotted in early April, while the first egg was laid on the 

19th of April.  

(add more info) 

Getting Started 

Training 

Monitoring Nests 

Anna, Rasmus & Ole - Jennifer  

Jen & Owen 

A very full nest – 13 eggs!  
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Once chicks are old enough (5-8 days) we will place small metal 

rings with on their right leg, which will allow us to recognize them 

again in the future and therefore follow their progress. This can 

help answer questions regarding survival, dispersion etc. We 

estimate there to be around 800 chicks which will need to be 

ringed, over the next 2-3 months. This will be a lot of work, and 

are recruiting help from both qualified bird ringers and interested 

volunteers. There will also be many opportunities to get involved, 

as the eggs hatch and chicks develop. Information about ringing 

will be posted on the Facebook page. If you are interested in 

coming along to help out, or see what is happening contact us via 

Facebook or using the email address below. We also plan to catch 

and ring adults later in the summer – details to follow. 

On Monday 27th (to be confirmed) of April a group of children from a 

local kindergarten are visiting the woods and we will tell them about 

birds. This is another great opportunity for people to get involved and 

help out, even if you haven’t been able to help out before now. We 

plan to show the children some nest boxes and get them to”build a 

nest” using material they can collect from the forest. The children 

speak Danish, German and English, so hopefully we can combine our 

talents and make it a fun experience for them. Please post on 

Facebook or send an email to sign up to help.  
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