
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back! 

Welcome to the third newsletter from the SDU Birds project. It has been a very busy second season in the woods 

surrounding the university. Our team of nest monitors have collected lots of valuable information by keeping a close eye on 

the birds during nest building, egg laying and chick feeding. We’ve started looking at the data collected to see how it 

compares with last year. Read on for more about this season and visit our Facebook page or Blog for photos and 

information! Jen & Owen 

 
Our newly recruited nest monitoring teams began woodland visits 

in late March as the mild winter and early spring signaled a possible 

early start to the breeding season. The first signs of nest building 

were reported in late March and the nest boxes were in high 

demand! Nest building activity was recorded in almost all of the 

101 boxes monitored (92%). Similar to last year, the majority of 

boxes were occupied by great tits (GT) / musvit. However it was 

interesting to see that blue tit (BT) / blåmejse occupancy rates 

increased by over one third from 13 boxes in 2013 to 18 boxes in 

2014.  

Nest boxes were occupied by great tits (68 boxes) and blue tits (18 boxes) in 2014. 
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High Occupancy  

Early Egg Laying 

The combination of mild winter temperatures and 

the early arrival of spring clearly influenced the 

timing of egg laying in 2014. This year both GT and 

BT began egg laying ca. 22-27 days earlier than in 

2013. The first GT eggs were spotted in 2014 on 

March 30th (April 21st in 2013). To our surprise the 

first BT eggs also appeared on March 30th (compared 

to April 26th in 2013). Long running studies from the 

UK have shown that BT usually begin egg laying ca. 

1 week after GT. Results from 2014 also indicate that 

both species were in “less of a hurry” to start laying 

compared to 2013. In 2014 the first eggs in each 

nest were recorded over a period of 30-31 days. In 

2013 this period was much shorter, with only 21-23 

days.  Dates for first egg laying in great tits in 2013 (51 nests) and 2014 (67 nests). Dates 
shown are March 24th (day 83) to June 19th (day 139). 

Photo: Luffe 

 

Our dedicated nest monitors. 
Missing from photos:  Ane, 
Rie, Tanya, Helle, Anja, Emil 
& Niels. Thank you everyone! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2014 a total of 652 chicks were ringed through the nest 

box scheme, 483 great tits and 169 blue tits. Placing a ring on 

a birds leg, allows us to recognize it again in the future, to 

follow its movements, like a passport or personal ID number. 

On May 24th 2014 at box 90 just south of entrance D a blue tit 

chick was ringed. By the end of May it was fully grown and 

flew from of the nest. Two months later we received 

information about this bird. It was found, captured by a cat, 

in a garden in Odense, 2.7 km north west of “home”. It is 

estimated that each year in Denmark between April and 

August the 650,000 domestic cats catch 2 million birds along 

with 4 million mammals. Research in the UK has shown that 

attaching a bell to a cats collar results in 41 % fewer birds 

caught and 34 % fewer mammals. Christmas present? 

Ringing Results 
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Eggs & Chicks 

In 2014 a total of 762 eggs were recorded during the 

first nesting attempts in 86 nests. The average number 

of eggs per nest (clutch size) was similar in both species; 

GT 8.86 eggs (68 nests) and BT 8.83 eggs (18 nests). 

However a difference was observed in the average 

number of chicks per nest (brood size). Blue tits on 

average had a higher number of chicks (8.72 chicks) 

compared to Great tits (7.97 chicks). This may be related 

to the size of the box, food availability, timing of 

breeding or possibly the age or experience of the 

parents. A similar trend was observed in 2013.  

The average clutch size (number of eggs per nest) was similar in great tits and blue 
tits in 2014. However brood sizes were larger in blue tits. Photo Owen Jones 

 
Mixed Family 

Towards the end of May our efforts were focused on fitting each 

chick with an individual metal ring before it was old enough to leave 

the nest. At one box, something unusual happened. The box 

contained 9 chicks, but two different species! Side by side were 8 

great tit chicks and 1 blue tit chick, and two adult great tits were 

feeding the chicks. It’s difficult to know how this happened, but it’s 

possible that a female blue tit built the nest and laid her first egg 

before being “bullied” out of the box by the larger great tit pair. 

Among cavity nesting species (like blue tit and great tit) there is 

usually high competition for suitable nesting sites and it appears 

mixed species broods are not uncommon. This year the Wytham 

Woods (England) nest monitors reported blue tit parents taking 

care of 3 great tits and 6 blue tits!  A single blue tit chick (red arrow) was found among 8 
great tit chicks.  Photo: Jennifer Lynch 

 

A blue tit chick from Box 90 (blue) was found 2.7km north west in a 
garden, caught by a cat (red). Google Maps 


